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Suwannee River 
 The Suwannee River rises in the Okefenokee Swamp, emerging at 

Fargo, Georgia. The blackwater river then runs southwest into Florida, 

dropping in elevation through limestone layers resulting in a rare Flori-

da whitewater rapid. It then turns west near White Springs, Florida, 

receiving the waters of the Alapaha and Withlacoochee (North) rivers, 

which together drain much of south-central Georgia. It continues me-

andering through Florida, receiving the Santa Fe River from the east 

just below Branford, then turns south to the Gulf of Mexico, exiting 

near the town of Suwannee, 246 miles later. From the Yustaga Indi-

ans, to the Seminoles, to today, its current population, this river area 

has been inhabited by humans for thousands of years. The lower Su-

wannee is very remote and undeveloped. This allows one to see the 

starry sky clearer than most places. The cypress backwaters and crys-

tal clear springs are just a small part of itõs natural beauty. 

Welcome to the historic community of Suwannee, Florida 

The town of Suwannee is located where the salt waters of the 

Gulf of Mexico intertwine with the spring-fed waters of the ma-

jestic Suwannee River. Secluded at the heart of the Lower Su-

wannee National Wildlife Refuge, this unique small community 

overlooks the river and Gulf, salt and fresh water creeks and 

man-made canals. Suwannee is known for itõs great variety of 

wildlife and paddling opportunities. Experience nature at its un-

touched best while enjoying our waterfront accommodation, 

great seafood, marinas and expert fishing guides. It is part of the 

Suwannee River Wilderness Trail and the Big Bend Saltwater 

Paddling Trail 
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 Hidden Coast Paddling Adventure 
September 28th - October 2nd, 2016 

THE HIDDEN COAST PADDLING ADVENTURE IS RESTRICTED TO 

PAID PARTICIPANTS ONLY,  21  YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER 

WRIST BANDS WILL BE PROVIDED TO PAID PARTICIPANTS AT CHECK-IN AND WILL BE    

REQUIRED TO ATTEND ANY AND ALL EVENTS OR PADDLES 

 

JOIN US FOR THIS YEARõS HIDDEN COAST PADDLING ADVENTURE  

TO BE HELD IN SUWANNEE, FLORIDA. 

The Hidden Coast is embraced by the longest stretch of public coastline in the state, making the 

surrounding conservation lands and waters ideal habitat for the abundant fish & wildlife that make 

the area home.  The challenging Big Bend Saltwater Paddling Trail saunters along the coastline 

and miles of pristine waterways areas entice paddlers of all abilities to immerse themselves in the 

natural beauty of the area.  The Hidden Coast Paddling Adventure is a wonderful way to explore 

the natural beauty of the area, make some new friends, and enjoy an adventure-packed weekend  

Registration is only $100 and is limited to the first 60 applicants. Look at all we offer!! 

¶ Thirty guided paddling trips and Land Events to choose from with experienced Guides and 

Safety Sweeps offering tours along the pristine coastline and meandering rivers and creeks.. 

¶ 2016 Hidden Coast Paddling Adventure T-shirt 

¶ Meal package includes: Two drink coupons, Meet and  Greet/Happy Hour Thursday evening 

at Salt Creek Restaurant,  Breakfast Buffet at Salt Creek Restaurant Friday and Saturday mornings 

delicious  chicken and rice dinner Saturday  night at the Suwannee Community Center and enjoy a 

catered brunch Sunday at the Community Center before heading out on the road, 

¶ Bonus features include a guided kayak fishing trip, off road bike tours, pontoon boat cruises, 

and an óearly birdô overnight Suwannee River  Primitive Camping Trip Wednesday night (Sept. 

28th), limited to the first ten registrants. 

¶ All paid participants of HCPA will receive a FREE digital edition to their choice of Rapid Me-

diaôs Canoeroots, Adventure Kayak or  Kayak Angler Magazine.  

 

A small portion of registration fee goes to support a local conservation effort. 
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Important Notice 
Hidden Coast Paddling Adventure requires all participants joining guid-

ed paddling trips to wear a life jacket with safety whistle attached. It is 

the paddlers responsibility not to choose a paddling trip that exceeds 

his or her own capabilities. There are inherent dangers in any paddling 

trip. There are special hazards in the Suwannee area due to shifting 

tides, changing wind and weather, shallow waters and treacherous bot-

toms with soft mud and oyster bars. It is up to the registrant to be 

aware of these dangers, to accept and be prepared for the risks in-

volved, and to be certain that the registrant has the skills necessary 

and equipment to safely paddle in such waters. 

                       SUWANNEE MAP 
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 Hidden Coast Paddling Adventure Schedule 
Check-in  At Suwannee Community Center 

Thursday 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM  

                       Friday  6:00 AM  - 10:00 AM 

Check-in is mandatory to participate!!! 

Wednesday - September 28th, 2016 
Low Tide: 7:17 AM   High Tide: 1:02 PM    Low 7:50 PM  Sunset: 

7:21                                                                                   

Suwannee River Primitive Camping  Trip 10:00 AM   9.7 

Miles & 2.5 Miles  

Experience camping overnight on the Suwannee River by joining a group paddling 
a 9.7 mile down river  paddle from the from the Joe Anderson ramp to Usher.   
Bring your binoculars, and a camera.  Prepare for bugs if the wind drops. All partici-
pants must be gear/food/water independent. Please note this is primitive camping. 
There are no grills, water, or bathrooms available.  Cars will be left overnight at Joe 
Anderson Ramp. On the way down, or after setting up camp, we'll paddle İ mile up 
river and visit Manatee Springs State Park. On Thursday morning we'll continue 
down river 2 miles for a take out at Yellowjacket.  From there, you will be  shuttled 

back to your cars to return to pick up your boats and gear. Launch Site: Joe Ander-

son Ramp off HWY 19. 

Thursday - September 29th Water Events                                                  
Low Tide  7:55 AM   High Tide  1:45 PM  Low Tide: 6:23 

PM      

LockñShingle Creek Paddle 1:00 PM  7.7 Miles  

Launch from the Anderson Landing Ramp in Suwannee and paddle through local 
canals to Lock and Shingle Creeks.. This tour follows a network of beautiful back 
creeks and side channels along the lower Suwannee River. Our entire trip is within 
the bounds of the 53,000 acre Lower Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge where 
low, tidal creeks and coastal swamps are home to a fantastic array of bird, reptile, 
amphibian and insect species. While the main channel of Suwannee River is rela-
tively wide (averaging 600 - 800 feet across), the backwaters we follow on this trip 
rarely span more than 100 feet. Most channels are partially shaded near the edges 
by overhanging bald cypress, water elm, tupelo, ash, maple and oaks. The shrub 
layer is dominated by swamp dogwoods, Walter viburnum, buttonbush and climbing 
asters. Bring your camera.                         5 

                                                                        



Gopher River Paddle 1:00 PM 7 Miles 

Launch from Munden Creek, and cross the Suwannee to the entrance of 

the Gopher River. The Gopher River and the several small streams that 

feed it are some of the most enchanting and biologically interesting parts 

of the refuge. While the estuaries and salt marshes of the coast are 

among the worldôs most productive ecosystems, freshwater creeks and 

swamps of the lower Suwannee are among the most diverse temperate 

ecosystems, harboring an impressive number of plant and animal spe-

cies. Navigation can be difficult due to a multitude of side creeks. Return 

to Munden Creek ramp. 

Sandfly Creek Paddle 1:00 PM  6 Miles  

Launch from Munden Creek ramp, and paddle 1.75 miles up the Suwan-

nee River to Sandfly Creek. The width of the river, winds and river current 

can make this a difficult Paddle. Sandfly is one of the most pleasing spots 

on the Lower Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge, the isolated Creek is a 

serene, supremely beautiful, and easily navigated waterway. Flowering 

plants visited by butterflies line the banks. Alligators, turtles, river otters, 

and red-shouldered hawks may be seen. Return is down river to Munden 

Creek. 

Thursday September 29th Land Events 

 HCPA Check-in  -  Sign Waiver and Pick up Registration Packet and Goody Bag 

10:00 AM - 8:00 PM Suwannee Community Center (See Map) 

  

Meet and Greet/ Happy Hour 7:00 PM Salt Creek Restaurant 

(See Map)  Join us for Hors dôoeuvres and drinks, and meet some of 

your fellow paddlers, Guides, and Sweeps.  

Friday September 30th Water Events                       
Low Tide 832 AM    High Tide 2:24 PM  Low Tide 8:53 PM                                      

Sunrise 7:25 AM    Sunset 7:18 PM  
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Hog Island Loop 8:00  12 Miles 

This is a Paddle for seasoned paddlers. It covers both main Passes and open Gulf 

waters while circumnavigating Hog Island.. Launch from the Suwannee Community 

Center and paddle through local canals to the Suwannee, then paddle up river 1.4 

miles to East Pass where we'll head out to the open Gulf. This area is where fresh 

and salt water meet and you will find a variety of both fresh and saltwater wildlife. 

From there we'll head along the coast to West Pass, Alligator Pass and Northern 

Pass, then back to the Community Center. Sprayskirts recommended. 

Suwannee River Paddle 8:00 AM  8.7 Miles Shuttled 

This is a shuttled Paddle. We'll pick you up at Munden Landing and haul you and 

your gear to Weeks Landing for launching. This is fairly long, nice down river pad-

dle, however it is the wide part of the river and can be difficult and rough if it's 

windy. Sprayskirts are recommended if windy. Paddling from the launch site, one 

encounters two kinds of habitats. Where the current is strong, the river bank is rela-

tively steep, and open water directly adjoins the cypresses, hardwoods and clumps 

of yellow asters (probably bur marigold). In other, shallower sites, emergent yellow 

pond lily, sawgrass and wild rice create diverse habitats that support a variety of 

fish and wildlife species. 

Lock Creek Loop  8:00 AM  3.8 Miles 

 Launch from the Anderson Landing Ramp in Suwannee and paddle through local 

canals to Lock Creek. Possibly the most alluring of Suwannee paddles takes one 

through the small creeks off the mainstream of the river that wend through swamps 

and marshes. Light filtered through the leaves of tupelos, ashes, and swamp bay, 

and reflected off still waters casts an enchanted glow on a surprising variety of wild-

flowers. Fishes and alligators are abundant here, but this is the true haunt of wood 

ducks, river otters and turtles as many as 13 species of freshwater turtles may be 

found in the Suwannee, including a local specialty called the Suwannee cooter. 

After exiting Lock Creek, the Paddle continues down the Suwannee River and back 

to the Anderson Landing Ramp. 

Shired Creek Paddle 8:00 AM  7.2 Miles 

Paddle upstream from the wide creek mouth, leaving behind the salt water of the 

Gulf of Mexico. As the creek narrows, the elevation of the land gradually rises, and 

the transition from salt to freshwater, and from salt marsh to island hammocks is 

encountered. Turnaround is at the Dixie Mainline bridge. This paddle is one of the 

best ways to see the effects of rising sea levels on the areaôs different tidal habi-

tats. For an easier paddle, try to time it so you can paddle up with the incoming tide 

and down the creek with the outgoing tide. 
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